
March 2nd-23rd—Reading 
Incentive 

March 14th—Combined 
PAC meeting 6:30 PM 

March 19th-23rd—Basket 
Raffle 

March 21st—Crazy Sock 
Day 

March 22nd—Early release 
parent/teacher conference 

March 23rd—Early release 
parent/teacher conference 

March 23rd—Ice cream 
Social 

April 6th—Bingo Night 

April 11th—Paint Night 
7:00PM 

April 12th—PAC meeting 
6:30 PM 

March 

Calendar 
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Center School Celebrates Reading 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During the month of March, Center School will be running two programs 

to focus on the importance and enjoyment of reading. Our PAC sponsored 

Reading Incentive Program is designed to promote reading at home. At 

school, the March Madness Tournament of Books will result in the naming 

of Center School‟s favorite book. Research shows that there are five essen-

tial components of reading that children must be taught in order to learn 

to read. Adults can help children learn to be good readers by practicing 

these five components:   

 

Phonemic Awareness is the understanding that words are made of dis-

tinct sounds. Word play is the easiest way to practice phonemic awareness 

skills. Play rhyming games. Change the first sound in words of a favorite 

song. Give your child sounds / c/ /a/ /t/ and ask them to put the sounds to-

gether to make a word. Ask your child what word would it be if you took 

off the first sound –at. The great thing about phonemic awareness is that 

you do not need anything but your voice to practice!   

 

Phonics is understanding the relationship between written letters and 

the spoken sounds. Notice and talk about words. Practice letter sounds 

and spelling patterns with your child. Help your child make connections. 

For example, if you know how to read “look” then you can read took, book, 

shook, nook, etc.   

 

Fluency is the ability to read text accurately and smoothly with expres-

sion, phrasing and automaticity. The best way to become a fluent reader is 

practice. Allow your child to reread favorite books as well as books that 

you may think are too easy for them. Also, keep reading to your child. 

Hearing a fluent reader is a wonderful model!   
Continued…. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiGtr2tyeTZAhUj44MKHfocBXQQjRwIBg&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.060694.com%2Fp%2F1ak0e1q.html&psig=AOvVaw0lMWNj_Erq5RSyCqYGuXT7&ust=1520868105134918
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Vocabulary is the understanding of word meanings. Providing your child 

with varied experiences and talking to them about what you see and do is the 

best way to develop vocabulary. Continue to read a variety of books together 

and discuss the new and interesting words you encounter.   

 

Comprehension is the ability to understand, remember and communicate 

the meaning of what is read. Reading is thinking not just saying the words. 

When reading with your child, ask them to picture a scene in their head. Ask 

questions like “I wonder why the character did that?” or “How come she is 

sad?”. Make statements like “This reminds me of…” and “This story is like…” 

 

Like any skill, the more you practice reading the more proficient reader you 

will become. Reading to and with your child is one of the greatest gifts you 

can give and will build the solid foundation so necessary for future success. 
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Assessments - How Do Teachers Know What Kids Know? 

 

With parent conferences and report card distribution approaching, it is important for par-

ents to understand how teachers gather data to evaluate and report on your child‟s educa-

tional progress. No single assessment is used to make decisions about a child‟s perform-

ance level.  In fact, there are many forms of assessment that good teachers use regularly. 

When combined, these assessments tell a story about your child‟s strengths and areas in 

need of growth. 

 

Classroom teachers typically use two kinds of assessments:  summative and formative. 

Summative assessments are given at the “end” of a unit of study to demonstrate what stu-

dents have learned as well as how well teachers have taught.  These are often more formal 

paper and pencil tasks that most of us think of when we hear the word “test”. They may 

include weekly spelling tests, a science unit test or reading skills test.  These assessments 

are often given at the end of a grading period. On the other hand, formative assessments 

are assessments used “during” learning. They are typically more informal. For example, 

teachers observe and take notes on students‟ reading behavior while in daily reading 

groups.  The teacher may discover students are having difficulty decoding words with a 

particular spelling pattern. From those observations, the teacher will adjust instruction by 

providing more targeted skill specific instruction and time for repeated practice on that 

skill. 

 

Teachers assess their students all the time formally and informally.  It is the only way that 

we know if our students are learning what is being taught.  The data is important because 

it tells the teacher what to do next. If a child is having difficulty then the information is 

taught again but in a different way.  If the child has mastered the skills or concepts then 

we continue to build on that knowledge. 

 

As you review your child‟s report card and participate in parent conferences, keep in mind 

that it is just a “snapshot” of where your child is at this particular moment in their educa-

tional journey.   Use it as a guide to focus the support you give your child at home. Because 

students are continually growing and making gains in their learning, teachers are continu-

ally assessing and using the information gained to meet the instructional needs of their 

students.  



Page 4 Center School Newsletter Page 4 Center School Newsletter 

 

 

 

CENTER SCHOOL 

100 Cans of Food for 100 Days of School 
Celebrating the 100th Day of School By Helping Others 

 

         

 

 
 

 

The Easton Food Pantry distributes food to over 80 Easton families each 

week.  Center School students and families donated 1,474 items to help with 

this important work.  Each classroom was challenged to collect 100 items and 

we had 8 classrooms reach that goal!  Thank you to all who contributed to the 

success of this important community service project! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs. McLaughlin’s class set the record by donating 154 items! 

100 Cans of Food for 100 Days of School 
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What can parents do to help keep our children stay healthy and safe? 

 

Please follow these guidelines when deciding when to keep your child home from school? 

Excessive uncontrolled coughing 
 

Vomiting and/or diarrhea (the expectation is that the child has not vomited or had diarrhea for 24 

hours before returning to school) 
 

Temperature over 100 degrees (children should be fever free for 24 hours without fever reducing 

medicines before returning to school) 

 

How should I communicate and absence due to illness? 

 

Please call the school and speak with our secretary, Mrs. Spinale directly or leave a message on the 
Absence Line: 508-230-3233 ext. 210 

 

If you are communicating with your child‟s teacher via email about medical concerns please add the 

nurse to the email at cclark@easton.k12.ma.us 

 

    Flu Vaccines – It‟s Not Too Late 

The American Academy of Pediatrics recommends annual seasonal influenza immunization 

for everyone 6 months and older, including children and adolescents. 

Influenza typically continues through April. It isn‟t too late to benefit from Seasonal flu vac-

cines. The vaccine is available at pharmacies and your health care provider. We encourage 

all children to be vaccinated. 

From the Health Office 

Continued... 

mailto:cclark@easton.k12.ma.us
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Hand Washing: A Powerful Antidote to Illness 

 
Hand washing can stop the spread of infection. The key is to encourage your child to wash 

her hands throughout the day. For example, help her or remind her to wash her hands:   

 Before eating (including snacks)   

 

 After a trip to the bathroom   

 

 Whenever he/ she comes in from playing outdoors   

 After touching an animal like a family pet   

 After sneezing or coughing if she covers her mouth   

 When someone in the household is ill 

 

Studies on hand washing in public restrooms show that most people don‟t have very good 

hygiene habits. “Hand washing” may mean just a quick splash of water and perhaps a 

squirt of soap, but not nearly enough to get their hands clean. 

How Long to Wash 

 
Keep in mind that although 10 to 15 seconds of hand washing sounds like an instant, it is 

much longer than you think. Time yourself the next time you wash your hands. Watch your 

child while she‟s washing her hands to make sure she‟s developing good hygiene behaviors. 

Pick a song that lasts for 15-20 seconds and sing it while you wash. (Happy Birthday) En-

courage your child to wash her hands not only at home, but also at school, at friends‟ homes, 

and everywhere else. It‟s an important habit for her to get into, and hopefully one that‟s 

hard to break!  https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/ 

From the Health Office continued... 

Continued... 

https://www.healthychildren.org/English/safety-prevention/at-home/Pages/Bathroom-Safety.aspx
https://www.healthychildren.org/English/safety-prevention/at-home/Pages/Backyard-Safety.aspx
https://www.healthychildren.org/English/health-issues/conditions/from-insects-animals/Pages/Pets-and-Pasteurella-Infections.aspx
https://www.healthychildren.org/English/health-issues/conditions/ear-nose-throat/Pages/Coughs-and-Colds-Medicines-or-Home-Remedies.aspx
https://www.healthychildren.org/English/ages-stages/toddler/toilet-training/Pages/Using-a-Public-Bathroom.aspx
https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/
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Spotlight on. . . 

The YMCA Water Wise Program 

 

“There is a list of basic life skills all parents instinctively know they must teach their children to 
keep them safe and healthy.  For too many parents, safety in and around water is not on the list; and 
that’s something we need to change. Fatal drowning is the second-leading cause of unintentional 
injury-related death for children ages 1 to 14 years old, and the leading cause among children ages 
1 to 4.” 

 

The Easton Public Schools in partnership with the Old Colony YMCA is providing  a six-week water 
safety program for all EPS second graders. The goal of the program is to drown-proof our             
community. 
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Mr. Dennison’s Music Notes 

 

 

 

 

 

In February, Kindergarten music classes learned the Ladder Song, which is a simple song 

that climbs up and down the musical scale. K students also had their first chance to play a 

mallet instrument - the xylophone/glockenspiel. 1st grade music classes also played this in-

strument with the winter song Frosty Weather. By the end of the month, we changed the 

words to „Sunny weather‟ and „Rainy weather‟! 2nd grade music classes are practicing the 

three rhythms they have learned - ta, titi, and “rest”. These correspond to quarter note, 

eighth notes, and a quarter rest. These are some of the building blocks to beginning the re-

corder next year in third grade, along with general music literacy. 

Thanks for reading! 

-Mr. Dennison 

 

KINDERGARTEN 

Song: The Ladder Song 

Concept/Activity: Introduction to mallet instruments 

1ST GRADE 

Song: Frosty Weather 

Concept/Activity: Finding the “beat” in music 

2ND GRADE 

Song: Valentine, Valentine 

Concept/Activity: Popsicle stick rhythm writing 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj93qDtuuvRAhVDOyYKHVBYDlEQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fpin%2F131941464054744643%2F&bvm=bv.145822982,d.amc&psig=AFQjCNH0vdC-GxsFO8VL1E6h0saAoFk8Tw&
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiT6cfbuuvRAhVHOyYKHSaZAf0QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartpanda.com%2Fcategories%2Fchristmas-music-notes-border-clip-art&bvm=bv.145822982,d.amc&psig=AFQjCNH0vdC
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiT6cfbuuvRAhVHOyYKHSaZAf0QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartpanda.com%2Fcategories%2Fchristmas-music-notes-border-clip-art&bvm=bv.145822982,d.amc&psig=AFQjCNH0vdC
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Center School PAC 

Parent Advisory Council 

 

The Parent Advisory Council (PAC) functions like a Parent 

Teacher Association (PTA) to support the students and their  

families experience at Center School. 

 

PAC fundraises and plans community-building events that sup-

port Center School and the educational goals of the curriculum.  

PAC also funds educational tools, technologies, equipment, sup-

porting materials for classrooms, and individual students. 

 

As a parent or guardian of a Center School student, you are al-

ready a member of PAC.  You are always invited to attend a 

meeting and help us make this school year amazing! 

PAC (Carly Hudson) 

Continued... 
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Below is a list of all PAC meetings scheduled for the 2017-2018 school 

year.  All meetings are at 6:30pm in the Center school library.   

Please note that babysitting will be provided in the cafeteria  

throughout the  meetings.  We hope to see you there! 

 

Wednesday March 14th, 2018 (combined PK-2) 

Thursday April 12th, 2018 

Thursday May 17th, 2018 

Thursday June 7th, 2018 

 

PAC Continued….(Carly Hudson) 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiu7pHg1c3WAhUE4mMKHWbkDHUQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Ftlwalker2%2Feagles%2F&psig=AOvVaw2XtdIf8qaDMtgOgQdKIbxp&ust=1506887017370778
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwjSiKmtstfTAhUH1oMKHcbsApcQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fsunnyhillspta.org%2F&psig=AFQjCNESjNOmKR11CkFTtlmX08I0wokDug&ust=1494026958010214
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Center School Families! 

It‟s time to place your orders for your child‟s yearbook for the 

2017-2018 School Year!   

 

Our new vendor, Coffee Pond 

 Order by:  Saturday, March 31, 2018 (EXTENDED)  

 

Price:  $17.00 

 Order:  www.coffeepond.com 

 

Thank you, 

PAC 

Yearbook (Carly Hudson) 
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Leap into Reading (Maria Rowan) 

2018 Reading Incentive started on March 2nd!  

It will run through till March 23rd. 

 

Please keep an eye on your little ones back-

pack for their reading log sheet. 

 

Happy Reading! 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiCv9Xs7OTZAhVl64MKHSVHAE8QjRwIBg&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.readingrainbow.org%2F&psig=AOvVaw0el4B5Uefub40rtYWHZeEa&ust=1520877623271919
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World Down Syndrome Day (Lindsey Macomber) 
 

 

 

 

Let’s Celebrate World Down Syndrome Day 

Wednesday March 21st, 2018 

Local Easton Family,                

The Teravainen‟s                  

started a Random Act of Kindness 

Campaign in honor of their Son 

Gus, a 1st grader at Parkview, 

who was born with Down Syn-

drome.   

 

Please consider doing a good deed 

on this day to spread awareness 

for Down Syndrome.  Take a pic-

ture doing the good deed, and post 

it to the Facebook page! 

 WWW.Facebook.com\Groups\GusDS/ 

 

March 21st will also be Crazy Sock 

day at Center School.   

Let‟s wear those crazy socks to 

celebrate our Homies with an ex-

tra Chromie!! 

 

Any Questions, Please contact 

Lindsey Macomber, 

linds.macomber@gmail.com 
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Basket Raffle (Carly Hudson) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Basket Raffle Donations 

Hi Center Parents!  The Basket Raffle was our largest fundraiser last year 

thanks to donations from our families (as well as ticket sales, of course!).   

I know this month has been a crazy one filled with wind, snow, powerless 

nights, etc.  I'm sure that getting items for your classroom baskets is the 

LAST thing on your mind (as it has been the last on mine).   

We are extending the deadline for donations to Tuesday, March 13th.   

Thank you for your continued support of PAC and helping us raise funds for 

the students of Center School.  Your help is appreciated – we couldn't do this 

without YOU! 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjJt7f28uTZAhXG34MKHVGYAIIQjRwIBg&url=http%3A%2F%2Fpaperproinc.com%2Fprinting%2Fevent-raffle-tickets%2F&psig=AOvVaw1Fv-GAsM4EolzXcOTe-HnT&ust=1520879193477858
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Paint Night (Carly Hudson) 
 

 

 

 

PAINT NITE FUNDRAISER 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please join us at Ming Du on Wednesday, April 11th at 7:00pm.  The tickets 

are $45 and $15 from each ticket sold comes directly to PAC for Enrichment 

programs at the school.  Join us for a fun adult evening (tickets are for those 

21 and over) while helping our school! 

  Sign up at: 

https://www.paintnite.com/events/cherry-blossoms-on-the-rocks-at-ming-du-10061706 
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Class winner of Most Box Tops goes to….. 

 

September: Mrs. Lund‟s Class 

October: Mrs. McLaughlin‟s Class 

 

 

Quick reminder….To help your class be this months winner, don't forget 

to put your classroom teachers name on the sealed bag of box tops!  

 

For more information on the Box Tops for Education program, including a 

list of participating products and our school‟s progress, visit 

www.BTFE.com. Be sure to become a member to receive exclusive coupons 

and learn about extra ways for our school to earn. 

 

 If you have any questions, please don‟t hesitate to contact me at 

heidi.kassner@gmail.com.   

 

 

Box Tops for Education (Heidi Kassner) 
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https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjCgd3UmsTWAhWGRCYKHaLcBEcQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.psd.org%2Fgiving%2Fwishlist%2Fbox-tops-for-education&psig=AFQjCNFRK9WLr5RfR99o96iTIcYRJEXEmQ&ust=1506561918
http://www.btfe.com/
mailto:heidi.kassner@gmail.com
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From the desk of Mrs. 

Weintrob... 

Reminders and Notes 

 

 

 
 

 A big thank you to Oliver Ames National 
Honor Society students who volunteered at the 
Center School Valentine’s Party.  Their help was 
critical to the success of the event. What great 
role models for our young students! 

 

 Reminder:  We will go out to recess        
whenever possible.  Please dress your child           
appropriately for a half hour of outside play. 


